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Meetings of the Society 
Held on the second  

Wednesday of the month 
February ð December 

8pm   
Brenan Park  

Community Hall 
Bourke Street 

Smithfield NSW 2164   
Hawkesbury Valley Branch 

Meets on the fourth  
Wednesday of the month 

January ð November 
7.30pm  

Castlereagh Community Hall 
Castlereagh Road 

Castlereagh NSW 2749   
www.hawkesburyfinchclub.com 
info@hawkesburyfinchclub.com 

 

Wollongong Branch 
Meets on the first  

Monday of the month  
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7.30pm   
Balgownie Village Community Centre 

113 Balgownie Road 
BALGOWNIE NSW 2519 

Hunter Branch 
Meets on the first  

Friday of the month 
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Maitland City Bowling Club 

Arthur Street 
Rutherford NSW 2320 

info@finches.cjb.net 
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Inside this  

issue: 

The opinions expressed in The Finch Breeders Review do not necessarily represent 

those of the Finch Society of Australia Inc. No responsibility is accepted for the 
opinions, advice and statements contained herein. Readers should rely on their own 

enquiries/research in making any decisions relating to their own interests. 
   

All articles in this magazine are written by members of the society or reproduced 

form other sources with acknowledged permission. No material herein may be 
reproduced without the written permission of the societyôs management team. 
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Meeting opened :  8.05pm 

 

Welcome :             President Nick welcomed all to the meeting  

 

Visitors : Joe Cavill, Craig Brown, John Azzarpardi, Millar Yoyholana, Bob Horal.  

 

Apologies:  Ross Applby, Clive Wrightsmith, Tina Stewart, Des Cartwright.  

 

Correspondence in : Various reciprocal magazines.  

 Invoice for Cydectin plus @ $368.36   

 

Treasurers report : Balance as at 10/11/10 is $6832.14 moved by Rosylan Davidson & 2 nd 

by Roy Barbaro  

 

General Business:  Signed copies of Russell Kingstonõs book available at next meeting. 

 Proposed aviary visit to Wollongong, expression of interest 

had 14 people interested.  

 Proposed visit to Featherdale in March 2011  

 Annual bird auction held at December meeting, registration at 

6.30pm start for 8.30pm. 10% of sales go to club. Cardboard 

carry boxes available @ $5 each  

 Paul Henry appointed as co -ordinator of the Jacarini breeding 

programme 

 Positive report on the singleton bird sale given by Roy Barbaro 

and Michael Baker  

 President talked about the QFS Finch Convention  

 Christmas Party to be held on 12 th  December At the Bossley 

Park Community Centre, Bellfield Rd, Bossley Park, 11.30 TO 

3.30pm 

 Call to participate in the Finch Cencus  

 Doug and Heather wished well by president Nick for Karate 

tournament  in Melbourne   

  

Guest speaker :        DVD on feeding and breeding livefood for finches.  

Meeting closed : 8.32pm 

Next meeting :  8pm, 8/12/10 at Brenan Park Community hall, Brenan 

Park, Smithfield.  

MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 2010 MEETING 
 

 

Held at Brenan Park Community Hall Brenan Park Smithfield 
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Well, Christmas is just around the corner and another year is 

about to end. Itõs been a good year for the club, we have 

consolidated and grown our finances, increased our product 

range at the sales table, gotten the library up and running 

better than ever and had some interesting workshops and 

guest speakers.  

 This has only been possible with the help of a great 

committee and the support given by all you members who 

regularly attend the monthly meetings. Thanks must go to  

Don Findlater, Marcus Pollard and Mick Grixti for taking on 

their new roles of treasurer, editor and librarian respectively.  

Special mention goes to Michael Baker whose support I 

find invaluable and who organized the ôBranches Picnicõ and 

always chips in to help. Also a special thanks to Rosslyyn 

Davidson who has been a real champion by stepping up to fill in 

so many ways including the taking of minutes and membership 

renewals. Congratulations to Glenn Johnson who was awarded 

life membership. Glenn has worked tirelessly at the 

Hawkesbury valley sub branch for over 10 years and continues 

to do so, well done Glenn.   

Looking ahead and we have our 2nd Annual Auction held in  

place of the December meeting. Last year was a real success 

and word must be getting out as Iõve been getting calls from 

the south coast and regional NSW wanting to know about it.  

All I can say is that sellers should get in early on the  

night to register . Make sure to bring some money with you. 

Anything that is finch related will be accepted and as  

Presidentôs Report 
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 last year 10% of the sale price goes to the club. Regis-

tration of birds will commence at 6.30pm, viewing will be be-

tween 7.30 ð 8.00 before the auction begins. Also on the 

night,the signed copies of Russell Kingstonõs book will be avail-

able on balance of payment for those who ordered a copy.  

We have determined to make this years Christmas 

party better than ever with more prizes available for the raf-

fle. Just a gentle reminder to take note of the location ð same 

venue as last year - the details are further along in the maga-

zine. Also Iõd like to encourage anyone who might be able to 

donate birds or otherwise to bring them along, oh, and donõt 

forget to bring your carry box ð there wonõt be any spare 

ones!  

Remember the QFS tri -ennial Finch Convention is being 

held in Brisbane from 29 th  April to 2 nd May 2011. The line up 

of speakers looks good so it might be worth whispering in 

Santaõs ear about it! Just a thought. 

Next year kicks off in February with the Gordon Love-

grove memorial trophy up for grabs again so start thinking 

about which birds you can enter. We are also looking at secur-

ing some choice key speakers for next year along with aviary 

visits and a trip to Featherdale so it should be fun, with alot 

to look forward to.  

Finally, on behalf of the committee I would like to wish 

all of you and your families a most wonderful Christmas and a 

prosperous New Year. Take care, stay safe and lets all see 

each other in 2011.  

 

Happy Finching 

Nick Susnjara  
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ReportðSingleton Bird Sale. 
 

 
 
The weather leading up to the Singleton sale held by the 
Hunter Branch of the FSA was a tad ñvariableò to say the 
least but the day was exceptional ï and not just for the 
weather!! 
Mark Jolly and his hard-working band of óred-shirtsô had put in many 
long hours to ensure the sale went with the customary Hunter Valley 
military precision! 
This year the sale was held in the Singleton Heights Sports Centre for 
the first time and the venue was given ñtwo thumbs upò by all of those 
we spoke to. Ease of access to amenities, food stalls, disabled access 
and cool areas around the exterior of the venue for weary bird traders 
were all commented upon favourably. 
So popular was the sale this year that some sellers and vendors who 
had chosen to try their luck without booking were sadly disappointed 
and I bet they'll be the first ones to contact Mark next year to ensure a 
place at what has the makings of becoming one of Australia's premier 
bird sales. 
  
Sellers came from far and wide and the stewards had their hands full 
holding back the assembled multitudes prior to the 10am starting time. 
Did notice a couple of shady looking characters lurking with intent near 
the door selling some calcium powder too!! 
 
Once inside the hall the well laid out sellers were doing a roaring trade 
and many birds were changing hands. A very impressive selection of 
finches abounded with Mark telling me around 1500 finches were 
benched ï a terrific increase from the 720 in 2009. Just so those with 
hookbills wont think I'm biased some 2380 birds were benched in total 
so something there for all tastes! 
 
Did manage to have a chat to Bob Collier maker of the finest hoppers 
about in my humble opinions and even prised his latest óprototypeô from 
his display case!!!  
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A few pics from the  
Hunter sale Day 
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Cassisi Pets & Produce Pty Ltd  
112 Braeside Road Greystanes NSW 2145  

Phone 9688 4689  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EFTPOS AVAILABLE   -   OPEN 7 DAYS 

 

All types of birds bought & sold!  

 

§ Bird Accessories  

§ Bulk & loose seed or made to order  

§ Dog & Cat accessories  

§ Fish, Aquariums & accessories  

§ Nursery & garden supplies also  
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 A óNewò Gadget for the Live-food Feeding Finch 
Breeder!! 

 
Had a few questions asked recently about the automatic fish feeder that 
briefly flashed through my Powerpoint talk at the September meeting so 
here are the facts about that device. 
 
They are the  Resun Aquarium Automatic Fish Food Feeders 
AF2005D and are freely available through the web based buy and sell 
website EBAY for under $30 delivered to your door ï just to be sure I 
double checked and counted no less than 20 for sale there recently!! 
There are a couple of different types available so if you want the best 
one to feed your live food out then stick with the AF2005D rather than 
cheaper types. Did see them advertised on a fish store website for $80!! 
They work on the ógravityô principal where a clear frontal piece rotates 
through 360 degrees and a small óbomb door-like flapô opens when the 
frontal cover reaches the bottom of its óorbitô. When in the off position 
the bomb door is on top of the machine and therefore closed so mealies 
cannot escape. It can be programmed to drop live food 4 times a day. 
The original idea came from an email I received from John & Cheree 
asking whether I had heard of them and if they would do the job of feed-
ing mealworms. At the time I must admit to being a tad skeptical but I 
did go online and order myself one for óresearch purposesô! Suffice it to 
say I now have around 12 of them ticking away in several aviaries and 
let me tell you they are worth their weight in gold if you have insectivo-
rous finches and work full-time. 
 
You can set it for 4 drop times during the day and it even gives you the 
option of a double drop at each allocated time-slot ï 2 cycles of the 
chamber with the live food in it. Just the thing for those ñBlue-cap/Pytilia 
bluesò where I am sure it is the frequency of live food feeding rather 
than the volume that determines your success rate (unless feeding bulk 
termites of course!!!).  
 
When I first wrote about them for a finch magazine I was hesitant to pro-
mote them too lavishly as Iôd just received mine ï not keen to pop my 
head on the chopping block yet again! Now I have no such hesitation as 
they perform brilliantly and can certainly say they were responsible in a 

http://cgi.ebay.com.au/Z0gb-Resun-Aquarium-Automatic-Fish-Food-Feeders-AF2005D-/200519256205?pt=LH_DefaultDomain_0&hash=item2eafe1088d
http://cgi.ebay.com.au/Z0gb-Resun-Aquarium-Automatic-Fish-Food-Feeders-AF2005D-/200519256205?pt=LH_DefaultDomain_0&hash=item2eafe1088d
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 major way for the young Blue-caps and Pytilias I have bred since that 
time. 
 
I did state that given the weight of the live food and the daily grind of the 
gizmo under that weight that I did not expect them to last too long. Well, 
I am pleased to say that the only thing that needed replacing were the 
batteries and my original one is still chugging away despite being 
washed several times to remove the óguanoô deposits that build up on 
these much loved items! As these guys churn away non-stop in some 
aviaries for 12 months of the year that is a phenomenal return for their 
initial purchase cost! 
 
After such a great start there are just a couple of things to watch out for. 
The first is to ensure that your live food is dry and that the chamber that 
holds the live food remains dry ï to that end most of the chambers are 
easily detached for cleaning. The reason for this is that the live food will 
clump together if it is moist or wet and will not flow through the óbomb 
doorô properly and may even jam preventing live food from going 
through into the feeder below. 
 
Need to also keep it clean from bird droppings as these may prevent the 
proper rotation if they set in a vital position ï sticky stuff that bird pooh 
at times!! 
Of course the only uncertainty in the operation of this machine is the 
amount of live food dropped each rotation ï can vary from just a few 
mealworms to a pile depending upon their orientation in the rotating 
head. Still, it is far better than the zero mealies you can supply if youôre 
at work!!  
In the case of Cordons and Blue-caps that eat their fill then just decapi-
tate the rest rendering them unfit for consumption for them or other 
Waxbills at least it does supplies them with fresh mealies to decapitate 
4 times a day! Anyhow, those decapitated mealies are much loved by 
Golden song sparrows that basically eat anything!! 
Possibly the worst, most difficult/annoying problem you will have with 

this brilliant device is that many of them have the set-up instructions in 

Chinese!! Given that you have to program them initially and every time 

the batteries die then the last thing you need is a Chinese to English 
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 dictionary when trying to do so!! Never fear, help is at hand for if you 
ever get stuck I have an English copy and will gladly send it to you 
rather than risk you flinging said gadget out into the environment never 
to be seen again!! 
A brilliant, cheap little gadget that is literally worth its weight in gold 

and if you want to know more just drop me an email anytime. Also if 

you would like a copy of my Powerpoint presentation featuring this 

gizmo from the September meeting just let Nick know and heôll arrange 

it for you. 

 

 

Fish feeder hard at work in the aviary situation. 

Close up of the fish feeder. 
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Welcome New Members 
Justin Moon 

Becky Stewar t 

Roz & Mark Madden 

David Allen W indley 

Membership renewal reminder 
 

Memberships are 
now well overdue!!! 

If you have received a reminder 
membership form 

with this issue then your renewal 
has not been received and 

unfortunately 
this will be your last magazine!!!! 
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Meetings 
December 2010  

Bird Auction 

Auctioneer - Ross Appleby 
(Bring your birds along) 

 
(No January Meeting ) 

 

Febuuary 2011  
Gordon Lovegrove Memorial Shield 

 

Proudly supporting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For updates or more information on 
Save the Gouldian Fund  

Visit www.savethegouldian.org 



 The Finch Society of Australia  Inc           November -  December 2010         16    Page  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The FSA Picnic Day -Saturday 25
th

 Sept. 
 

Those that attended the picnic day at Pros-
pect Reservoir had a great time.  The day got 
off to a bit of slow start and we were con-
cerned that perhaps people were not going to 
come in numbers.  But by 11 oôclock all was good with a cou-
ple of people arriving quite early and ending up at the wrong 
end of the park whilst there was the inevitable lost soul but 
with the aid of modern telephonic direction they found their 
way. 

 

It was great to catch up with the members from the other 

branches that arrived.  We were please to see the efforts 
made in making the trek to Western Sydney from the regions, 
thanks for the efforts we were all pleased.  Thanks have to go 
to Nick, El Presidente, for manning the wood fired BBQ with 
aplomb.  For a while there I thought we may have to contact 
the fire brigade due to the smoke, because as they say where 
there is smoke there is fire, but fortunately it turned that the 
only thing that was burnt was the sausages J.  
  
Some lively and very interesting conversation was had by 
all.  Topics such as vegetation in the aviary, who keeps what, 
what do you feed, when do you worm your birds and much, 
much more, kept the day more than interesting.  
  
The venue proved to be great.  The Kids play area was popu-
lar as was the large open grassed areas for a bit of soccer 
and general kicking around of the ball, the toilets were clean 
and worked and there was plenty of shade amongst the trees 
with decent tables and chairs. 
  
A few birds were exchanged on the day, parrot finches were 
the bird of choice.  I think everybody who came had a great 
time which I believe justifies another next year.  
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We would like a greater turnout next year so we can get a seri-
ous soccer game or cricket game going as there was some 
thought given to challenging the picnicking neighbours but they 
looked to good for us on the pitch.   Perhaps a raffle or some 
competitions on the day to raise a bit more interest and funds for 
all the branches. 
  
The next FSA Picnic Day is now in the planning stage and we 
are targeting late April 2010 to become the Annual Date.  If any-
body has suggestions for an alternative venue if you are not 
comfortable with the current one please provide a location and 
we will be happy to put it out there for everybody to comment. 
  
Till the next picnic day, may your birds be  
productive. 
  
Michael Baker 

ACE COLONY 

BIRDS 
 

Rob JakovlhevicðProprietor  

258 Great Western Highway  

Wentworthville NSW 2145 

Phone: 02 9635 0598 
 

HOURS: 

Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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Merry Christmas  
 

The Finch Society of Australia 

Invites you to its Annual  

                     Christmas Party. 
 

Day: Sunday                                    

Date:  12th December 

Time: 11:30 to 15:30 

Where: Bossley Park Community Centre 

  Belfield Road 

              Bossley Park 
 

There are loads of prizes and gift vouchers to be won.  Come along and meet other 

members and their families.  Have a great day and maybe take home a great prize. 

 

Bring a plate of something to share. 

 

As usual the club will be providing drinks and maybe some KFC.  We will also 

need some assistance in the setup and tidy up.  Lend a hand where you can to make 

it a great day for all. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

So we can get an idea of numbers for catering for drinks and 

KFC Please RSVP to the Meeting or to the clubs Email 

Number of Adults attending: _________________ 

Number of Kids attending: __________________ 

 
May your year be filled with eggs in the nest and Fledglings on the Perch 
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CAPS $15 JACKETS 

POLO SHIRTS 
$25 

Mens long & short 
sleeved &  

ladies Ĳ sleeve 
Chambray shirts 

$27.50 Golf/Hand Towels 
$15 

Childrenôs  
Polo Shirts 

$25 

Limited stock available now or place an order!!   All sizes available 

Club Merchandise Now Available!! 
 

 
Polly's Calcium Mix. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     Calcium mix for finches.  
 

A Blend of shell grit, oyster & Canundra shell  plus various  
Pigeon Vitamin Mixes. 

For information or orders contact the blender John Butler  
on (02) 49383552 

www.cliftonfinchaviaries.org 

HEY!! 
 
Got Yer Pollyôs yet??? 
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Red-crested finch 

Crimson chats. 

Red-whiskered bulbuls 


